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Congratulations to the 2017 Homecoming Court! Boys: Troy Hinds, Archie Smith IV, 
Matthew Romig, Keith LeRoux, Riley Bowen, Troy McClain, Kollin Kemerling, Ashton 
Leenhouts, and Dawson Butcher. Girls: Chelsea Reichel, Meredith Needham, Morgan Mowry, 
Riley McClain, Naomi Davis, Kaylee Clothier, Hannah Denton, Brianna Abercrombie, Zoie 
Walters, and Claire LeRoux.

Congratulations to the Homecoming Queen and King... 
                                    Zoie Walters and Ashton Leenhouts



Welcome Freshmen! 
By: Halie Marris ‘18

With summer vacation recently ending, those of us still in school began getting ready for the new year; some of us our last year, some of us our first year. As we grow older and advance 
throughout our school careers, most of us feel a sense of accomplishment because we made it another lap around. Each year, every high school gets a new group of Freshmen students and 
I’ve gotten the opportunity to talk to some of ours for the 2017-2018 school year. After going around the school, I’ve obtained the scoop on what some of the students and staff had to say. 

As I talked to this selected group of students, they all tell me that there are definitely some differences between being in middle school and being in high school. One thing they can really 
agree on is the added amount of responsibility they’re handed. Jolene Johnson let me in on her opinion of it by saying, “It’s easier in a way, because we’re on our own a bit more. But, that can 
also make things a bit harder.” The other differences they observed since day one were the amount of homework, the amount of walking, and the amount of people that walk beside them in 
the halls. 

Speaking of people! With a new school, comes a new group of them. Amazingly, our Freshmen aren’t afraid to make new friends; in fact, they’re excited to do so! Ethan and Alexia both 
agree that they’re so ready to meet new people and hopefully form new relationships with their peers. Although, we’ve also got students like Jolene Johnson, who says she’s looking forward 
to Driver’s Training as well as graduation. In addition, there are the students who are like Nyla Jackson who are excited for the sports, such as basketball, or the lacrosse games, like Briar 
Krause. For those who are more into food, such as Brooke Byers, they might be more interested in learning about cooking. They may even say that, “Culinary is honestly my favorite class!” 
just as Brooke did when I talked to her. 

Generally, when you’re young, you’re small. The size of Pennfield High School might seem nearly as big as a mansion to those who aren’t as tall as some others. Luckily, the size of the build-
ing- nor our stairways- didn’t scare off Briar Krause or Ben Hall. Morgan Parsons said, “The size didn’t scare me, neither did the stairs. The stairs being there just kind of surprised me, that’s 
all”. Although, if you’re Elizabeth Nichols or Mackenzie McGhan, or even Brooke Byers, you may have a slight fear of tripping while going up or down the stairs. But, when you’re aware that 
you’re a bit shorter, you may make the same statement as Alexia Hayes when she said, “ I’m quite small and I don’t want to get trampled”.

Whenever someone becomes acquainted with a new group of people or a new location, they’re most likely to start having some worries or fears. Tripping or getting trampled on the stairs 
is not the end of anyone’s worries, ever. These guys let me know what was going through their minds. Being that they’re at school, they’ve got to pay attention to their academics more than 
anything once they walk through the building doors. I’ve been informed that some things they constantly worry about is whether or not they’ll pass their classes, make it to class on time, or 
be able to turn homework in finished and on time.

Just to have some fun, I let the students come up with their own questions for a teacher or staff member of their choice. A couple of them had questions for one of our newest members, Mr. 
Hanje. Ethan Reedy - also new to Pennfield- wanted to know where he could possibly get candy. In response to that, Mr. Hanje stated with a chuckle, “I don’t have any candy, but I know Mrs. 
Metcalf does. Otherwise, going to a store is always an option”. Of course, after something sweet, there’s always something a little more serious to be said. Young Alexia Hayes was wondering 
how it was for Mr. Hanje to get through high school. After thinking about it a moment, he replied with “ Of course there were certain challenges, such as the social and academic aspects of 
it. But I did pretty well, and it helped that I had a good group of friends”.  Our good friend, Brooke Byers, wanted to ask Mrs. Belt “what inspired you to move to a small public school, such 
as Pennfield?” Mrs. Belt had a very straightforward response to that: “There wasn’t really any inspiration as to ‘where’ I was going to work. I needed a job and, luckily, there was an opening 
here.”

As an upperclassmen myself, I’ve made my way around the concept of High School the last four years. Using my resources, I got some statements from some of my peers from the Class of 
2018. While growing up during your four years at a High School, you learn a thing or two and form some of your own opinions, make memories, and develop your own advice you may give 
to anyone who asks. One thing everyone can agree on is that, once you move up from the middle school and into the high school, you may not continue being friends with the same people 
from middle school. As friends come and go, everywhere you look - be it around your own corner or someone else’s- there’s going to be drama. Lindsey Bolz admitted that she wished she 
knew to mind herself in the 9th grade. Drama is very easy to get caught up in, and -no matter how hard we try- we can’t always avoid it. As she said, “it’s best to mind yourself ”. If there’s 
anything our very own Paige Law wish she knew in 9th grade, or at least recognized, it’s that grades genuinely do matter; Paige said to me, “I fell behind a bit and it messed me up a little. 
People kept telling me, but I was stubborn and didn’t listen”. If you participate in nothing else in High School, Lindsey Bolz encourages that you engage in any school assignment that comes 
your way. 

As we learn and play sports, we’re making new memories all around. Liz Byrd told me about a memory she made during her time here. One she enjoyed making was at the Winter Carnival 
dance; “Even if you don’t have a big group of friends to go with, you can always find someone to dance with”. Paige mentioned theater and Youth Day of Caring; “I wouldn’t trade either of 
those activities for the world!” If you’re a singer or love to sing, Choir may be for you. According to Lindsey, “we have a lot of fun, and we laugh a lot and it’s like we’re a second family, all on 
our own.” The Seniors aren’t the only ones with advice. One of our many well-disposed teachers, Mrs. Buning, gave me some of hers to pass on to our Freshmen class. Of course, the older 
we get the more independent we would like to try and be. Mrs. Buning would like the young lads and lassies to know, “Never be afraid to seek help for academics or anything. Teachers and 
staff are here to help you.” Another thing you should never be afraid to do is to be yourself. Cliche as it is, it’s also true. After meeting with Ms. Voigt, she wants the Freshmen to know that 
it’s totally ok to “ Be someone YOU like, regardless of who others think you should be.” Continuing her statement, she also said “ There are plenty of people who will tell you to do this, or do 
that, but those people don’t necessarily have to live with your decisions.” 

A good decision that’s always good to make, academically, is to “Start strong!” according to Mr. Podolan. He says that if you “Surround yourself with good people and with positive goals,you 
won’t regret it.” We all have our temptations, or things that we may like to give in to, but sometimes it’s best to just not go through with it. One thing a lot of people- students in particular- 
get caught up in doing is procrastination. Ms. Voigt was able to relate things going on within school to something that tends to  happen on the regular at home: Laundry. She understands 
that you’ll have a lot on your plate, so she told me, “Don’t wait until later to do the things you can do right now. Take laundry as an example: If you don’t do it, your mountain of dirty clothes 
will just keep growing, and ignoring it won’t make it go away.  Don’t let your To-Do list become a mountain.” 

Of course, we’re only at the beginning of the year; there’s more to come, for sure. On behalf of everyone here at Pennfield High School, I’d love to say 
“Welcome!” to anyone who’s new to the Pennfield team this year. There’s going to be many opportunities for the Class of 2021 to have fun, learn something new, and make new memories 
during their years here in the high school. Good luck to everyone, and have a great school year!

 

Meet the Exchange Students
By: Brooke Carney ‘20

Tom said he really enjoys the food here, it is different 
though from his home country because he eats healthier 
food there. America is way bigger than his home country. 
He loves it here but he dislikes that he has to wake up 
early. He has said his host family is kind and caring.

Tom: Germany

Lauras favorite part about America is the different 
sports here. Its different from her home country because 
the schools are set up different, the food is different(it 
is unhealthier here), and so is the environment.  One 
thing she dislikes is waking up early, and she misses her 
boyfriend the most.

Laura: Germany

His favorite thing here was getting into the American 
school system, it is different here because of the peo-
ple, and the nature. The food here is more unhealthy 
than his home country. One thing he dislikes is the 
gun rules, one thing he misses is his family, and he 
has said his host family is kind and shows him around 
everywhere.

Victor: Germany

Pia enjoys the pizza here and the nature. The houses 
are different from her home country because they 
are closer together. She likes everything here, and the 
food is more unhealthy here like everyone else has 
said. She misses her family the most and shes said her 
host family treats her like family.

Pia: Germany

Eugene: Thailand

Eugenes favorite part about America is the food here. She 
said everything is different here, especially the culture and 
people, and nothing is similar. She enjoys Pennfield the 
most, but misses her family, and has said her host family is 
very kind and helpful.

Alberto: Spain 

Alberto’s favorite things here are the countryside and his 
host family. He loves making new friends. He is very excit-
ed for Winter. It is different from his home country because 
the laws here are different, school is set up different, and 
religions are not as present in his country as they are here. 
There is a lot more healthy food there than there is here.

Gladys: Germany

Sergio: Spain

Gladys really enjoys her host family and said they’re very 
nice. Everything is different here, like it being way bigger. 
The people are actually similar and not very different. 
There is a lot more fast food here than in her home 
country.

He said the climate is different and so are the people here, 
nothing is similar from here and his home country. He said 
the food is similar and he has basically all the same stuff in 
Spain. He loves learning about the American culture , and he 
loves his host family, but he dislikes waking up early and going 
to school. He misses his family and his friends the most.
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Homecoming Week! Game Day
By: Maddie Staib ‘19

Spirit Week Places!

The Panthers have done it again, another victory down in the books! Our 
Pennfield Varsity Football team recently played the Jackson Northwest 
Mounties for our school’s homecoming football game, in which we won 
58-50. I talked with Junior Jordan Henry, asking him how he thought the 
game went. He told told me “It ended up being a lot closer then the game 
should have been, but in the end we ended up being the superior team 
and pulled off the win.” I also talked with Senior Troy Hinds, about how 
he thought the game went. He told me, “He thought our offense was great, 
but the game was closer than it should have been. Also that our defense 
didn’t do the best but there is always room for improvement.” All in all 
our Pennfield community is proud that our boys could pull off the win, 
and we can not wait to see what the rest of the season has in store. It’s a 
great day to be a panther!

Seniors: 4th Place Spirit Week 

Juniors : 3rd Place Spirit Week 

Sophomores : 2nd Place Spirit Week 

Freshmen: 1st Place 
SPIRIT CUP WINNERS!!!!!  



New Teachers
By: Troy Hinds ‘18

Cross Country
By: Jordan Henry ‘19

Meet the Swimmers
By: Courtney Cottrell ‘21

Here’s something you can definitely run away with! Pennfield’s cross country team! Cross country is always accepting new 
runners and Coach Mckire even welcomes multiple sport athletes! For those who need a little insight as to what exactly it is 
that separates cross country from track, for starters, cross country is a fall sport while track is a spring sport. Seasons aside, 
the main difference between the two is the running surface. Rather than running in a circle on turf, cross country instead 
offers running on a variety of different terrains. You may run routes that will take you from rugged hills to scenic trails 
through the forest.

A typical day in the shoes of a cross country runner consists of running 5ks, (3.1 mile distance races) with about 35-40 miles 
ran a week on average. Though Mckire says some runners have gone the extra mile and ran up to 50-60 a week! Pennfield’s 
most consistent runners this year are Nolen Bornamann and Keagan Burns from the men’s group, and Zoe Maddix and Me-
gan Hinton from the girl’s group. So, while the more seasoned runners hold the title of most consistent, the team is indeed a 
younger group. With that being said, Mckire says that Pennfield currently has the best group of freshman boys, being con-
ference champions in 8th grade, and keeping good pace with juniors and seniors, we can expect to see a lot of good coming 
from then in the future. There are many scholarships offered to cross country runners; Nolen Bornamann is one such runner 
that is being looked at by colleges.

As for how the season is going for the team, there has been a lot of good competition. It is a tough conference with tough 
schools. Mckire’s goal for the season is to win conference championship titles, as every team should aspire to do so. You can 
support your Pennfield cross country team at head up meets usually falling on Tuesdays and Thursdays! 

The Emerald recently interviewed the girls swim team members asking them what it is like to be a 
swimmer. The Emerald asked Kammy DeOliveria if she liked swimming. She responded with, “Yes 
I do like swimming because of the people on the team.” The Emerald also asked Hailey Shemberg-
er what made her want to swim, she said, “At first it was to try something new but now it’s the team 
that makes me want to swim.” How sweet of a response is that. Last the Emerald asked Senior cap-
tain Morgan Mowry what lessons has she learned from swimming. Morgan responded with, “Being 
on the swim team I’ve learned a lot about hard work and responsibility. Being a team captain I have 
learned a lot about leadership.” The girls swim team this year has more Pennfield girls participating in 
it than they have had in the past. Good luck with the rest of your season girls!

Kammy DeOliveria Hailey Shemberger Morgan Mowry

Charlie Hall, Keegan Burns, and 
Nolin Bornaman

Mr. Gahry is an English teacher and has been teaching 
for 6 1/2 years. He went to Western Michigan, and 
ONLY eats chicken and veggies. He wants to make 
sure learning is exciting and easy to understand. He 
teaches because he has creative freedom and it give 
him an opportunity to coach and fix mistakes that his 
past teachers have made.

Mr. Brown is an outdoors guy.  He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary 
Education and Master’s Degree in Special Education at Western Michigan 
University. He teaches support classes and he also taught Earth Sciences at 
Grand Rapids Public and Special Education in Kalamazoo. He really enjoys 
being in school working with students, he’s proud to be here at Pennfield, he 
says it’s a good fit for him.  He really wants to see all student pass and grow 
as individuals. Mr. Brown became a teacher because his dad was teacher and 
teaching runs in his family, as well has he had a number of influential teach-
ers.  

Mr. Hanje is a math teacher but primarily teaches Al-
gebra. He graduated from Central Michigan University 
and taught at Athens High School before coming to 
Pennfield. He wanted to become a teacher because he 
always enjoyed helping people with math and history, 
and he’s always been good at helping and teaching peo-
ple things. His goal for this year is to make a positive 
effect on student lives and for them to have their best 
year in math.

Mr. Hayward is an Algebra 2 and Geometry teacher 
who is married and has one little girl. He spent 3 years 
teaching math in Mexico and loves his job. On his 
time off he likes to play disc golf, run, play the guitar 
and piano, snowboard, and do puzzles. His goals for 
this year are to have every student pass, enjoy math 
more, and have all seniors graduate. He became a 
teacher because he had some awesome teachers that 
changed his life and wanting to do the same for others.
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Michael Brown: 
“Mr. Hayward is 

pretty cool!”

Chad Goetz: 
“Mr. Hanje is 

The Man!”
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