
THE EMERALD

Isaiah Duncan &
Taylor Young

Back row (left to right). Noah Hack,Taylor Rivera-Fridley, Zachary Stiles, Benjamin Geno, Samuel Krauss, Markus Rob-
erts, Shane Edwars, Jack Day, Devin Higgins, and Isaiah Duncan. Front Row (left to right). Kelsey Kipp, Taylor Young, 
Emily Wentworth, Claire Wygant, Leah Tharp, Adriana Fuentes-Miller, Maribrl Cleland, Hayley Adkins, Shelby Smyers, 
and Madeline Staib.

Volume 12, Issue 1
October 2018 

Homecoming 2018

PEP-RALLY FUN



LINK CREW
“I just think that it’s one of the best ways I can give back to the school.” Mr Lessnau passionately explained why he feels 
encouraged to be so active in the LINK program. LINK is the program joining upperclassmen with the new freshmen. 
These juniors and seniors have been working since summer to make coming to high school as positive as possible. At 
orientation you are put into a group with your LINK leaders to get to know eachother better and learn about what to 
expect from the high school. Hunter Dally, a LINK leader and senior explains why he wanted to join LINK, “I was trying 
to do something new and different,” and he believes something the LINK program is trying to improve on is media and 
promotion. Hunter takes pictures at the LINK events, he’s one of the many trying to make LINK a great way to enter 
high school. Their main goal is to eliminate anxiety and create some enthusiasm. Getting to know your LINK leader is 
one way to do that. Freshmen, Luke Davis agrees that LINK leaders can be great allies, “I connected really well with my 
LINK leaders (Connor Greggor and Maddie Stye) at orientation.” He said, “They did a really good job getting to know 
their kids.” Hopefully there will be more chances for that in the future, Mr. Lessnau wants to make LINK more interac-
tive, “I would like to create more chances for kids to meet up with their LINK leaders during the day. Just to know they 
have that resource.” LINK is a great resource for freshmen and we are excited to see growth and improvement.
-- Madi Wollaston-2022

Welcome Freshmen!
Welcome class of 2022! Moving from the middle school up to the high school can be intimidat-
ing. The freshmen this year had to make a big adjustment with the homework policy, moving to 
the strict policy at the high school. At the high school, homework turned in one day late is 50% 
off of the grade earned. This policy was set in place to teach responsibility. Some freshmen, like 
Shelby Woody, can understand why it was put in place, “You just really have to get your work in.” 
While some agree with Tanner Watkins and believe it shouldn’t be as harsh, “Maybe they should 
only take off like 25% instead?” While there are some hard parts of coming to high school, there 
are definitely some pluses for freshmen. Tanner Watkins likes that, “You get treated with more 
respect and everyone acts a lot more mature.” Shelby Woody pointed out that you get more free-
dom to make choices. Both are great points. Freshmen, we hope you can adjust to the changes 
and have a great year!
-- Madi Wollaston-2022

ART PRIZE 
On Thursday September 27th, 40 Pennfield high school students traveled all the way to Grand Rapids, 
to Art Prize. “At Art Prize students walk around for 2 hours getting different exposures to different types 
of art. Two of my favorite pieces were called ‘The Fenix Statue’ and ‘No More Casting Couch Painting’. I 
think the students really enjoy getting out of school and exploring different art types, plus parents love 
to chaperone,” Mrs. Haroff. “I like getting out of school and I like that you can see other art pieces. It was 
really cold but fun. There was a big mural made of duct tape that was really cool. I would love to go again 
in the future, but I would want to stay longer to see more things.” Addison Walling suggested that a few 
hours isn’t enough time to enjoy all of the exhibits for anyone planning to attend Art Prize in the future.  
Overall the students had a great time and would love to go again.
--Faith Grupczynski 2021

SCHOOL RIVALS
Pennfield’s two main rivals are Harper Creek and Marshall. Pennfield High School supports their students, not only to do well in academics but to be 
competitive in their sports. Our athletic director, Mr. Steele says that the Cross Country dual meet Pennfield has been doing with Harper Creek for four 
years now, “Gives students athletes a good opportunity to run in front of friends and community members,” this is a good way for Pennfield to show off 
our athletics. Unfortunately, this year both the boys and girls teams lost to Harper. Our football team however, has been able to get two wins from both 
Marshall and Harper Creek. The Volleyball team lost to Marshall, but is ready to win against Harper Creek next. Good luck with the rest of your seasons 
to our PHS athletes.
--Madi Wollaston ‘22

ALUMNI CHEERLEADERS
The September 22nd Varsity Football game was not only a big win for the 
panthers, but it was also a big night for the PHS Alumni Cheerleaders. 
Delainee Etheridge, a panther cheerleader, said, “I think there were 24 
alumni cheerleaders overall.” I asked Delainee if they had practices, what 
they where like and how she felt it all went, she was very positive in say-
ing, “We had one practice with them before the game and it went really 
well. We went over a few cheers and some stunting, but I would have to 
say that for them once they started cheering again it was kind of like rid-
ing a bike, it all just came back and they did really good and worked very 
hard.” The alumni were very excited to be back with some of their old 
teammates again. Tammy Mainstone said that “We had a blast reliving 
our old days!” One of Mrs. Mainstone’s teammates  Dana Jenny believes 
that cheerleading is more than just fancy moves and stunting, “To me, it’s 
about team, community, school pride and spirit.” These are all a big part 
in what makes Pennfield sports great. We’re glad that so many alumni 
made it out and cheered on the panthers again to victory.
--Madi Wollaston ‘22

FOOTBALL DINNER
Our Pennfield JV and Varsity football teams do big team dinners every Wednesday before 
JV’s game on Thursday. Players all come together to do team bonding activities and eat 
delicious food. JV player Andrew Hoban explained to me what goes on, “We love the team 
dinners. We are having lasagna this week and I’m excited about that. I love how some of the 
mom’s help; Mrs. Dollaway and Mrs. Baird. I like how it’s a team bonding experience between 
JV and Varsity outside of football games or practices and outside of school. It’s pretty cool 
how they bring in a football alumni player to talk to us about being a team on and off the 
field. Overall it is a great experience.” Jackson Boyd agreed, he likes how they hear other 
people that graduated from Pennfield 
and played football so it’s almost 
like a first hand experience. He also 
explained to me that one alumni, 
Ethan Webb, had each table of about 
8 to 10 players hold a long helium bar 
with one finger each and they had to 
move the bar up and down in the air 
while working together. He thought 
that it was a good way to bond, not 
just JV and Varsity but all mixed 
together. The boys of the Pennfield 
football teams are showing how these 
pre-game dinners are helping them 
on the field plus it’s a new experience 
for all of them that they can use in 
the future.
--Faith Grupczynski 2021



HOMECOMING WEEK

1st Place- Juniors 2nd Place- Freshmen 4th Place-  Seniors3rd Place- Sophomores

HOMECOMING WEEK

SPIRIT CUP WINNERS: SOPHOMORES!



New Teachers
We are now welcoming Mrs. Hendryx and Mrs. Blyveis to our Pennfield Panther family!
 
“I eat stories like grapes.” - John Steinbeck, East of Eden. Do you want to know what’s crazy about that quote? It’s 
from her favorite book. Mrs. Hendryx loves to read, so much so that she proudly calls herself a bookworm, which is 
fitting since she is our new English teacher. Before coming to work here, she worked at Maple Valley for nine years. In 
between Maple Valley and here, she thought she wanted a career change, so she decided to become a Supports Coor-
dinator, but she loved teaching too much to leave it forever. Mrs. Hendryx attended Olivet College where she received 
her Bachelors of Arts and Marygrove College for a Masters in Art of Teaching. Other than the love of reading, Mrs. 
Hendryx enjoys going to the Detroit Tigers games with her kids, as well as doing anything outside, especially fishing, 
which she has an immense love for.  Everyone has goals for the new school year and Mrs. Hendryx has some excellent 
goals as well. “My goal is, well I have lots of goals. My main goal is to make students excited to come to my class and 
feel safe and motivated to learn. Also, to make them feel like a part of the Pennfield school family.” - Mrs. Hendryx. 
She is so thankful and happy to be here at Pennfield. She feels very welcome into the panther family. 

Coming all the way from Nevada, please welcome Mrs. Blyveis. She attended California State University Fullerton 
(CSUF) where she studied Early Childhood Education. She also went to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, where 
she obtained her Masters in Special Education. She has 17 years of teaching experience, 16 of those being in Nevada 
and one in California. She has only been in Michigan for two months and she really fancies it here. “I think the staff 
is super duper nice. Everyone has been super welcoming and helpful. Students have been really respectful and carry 
themselves well. They are so polite and nice.” - Mrs. Blyveis. She joked that she has no free time. That being said, she 
does enjoy playing with her 4 dogs and watching her two kids wrestle, and was quite proud when they made state 
championships in Nevada. Mrs. Blyveis is determined to make school enjoyable for her students. She thirsts for her 
students to feel good about their accomplishments and to feel successful. She explained that she doesn’t care about the 
A’s or B’s her students receive, instead that they are feeling good about the work they are doing. 
--Alissa Grettenberger ‘20

Corporate Cup
Corporate Cup is competing in athletic events against other schools and the business community such 
as Post, Kellogg and KCC. It is a demonstration of community health, fitness and spirit. It’s organized 
by the Battle Creek Family YMCA and sponsored by area corporations and businesses. Teams battle 
for points in activities such as volleyball, basketball, golf, soccer, tug of war, and much more! 

“Overall we had 55 panthers participating this year and look 
forward to adding more next year!  It was a tight race,” Mrs. 
McCafferty, team captain. 
--Jazmin Hernandez, 2020 

RUNNING FOR WATER: MR. DRIVER 
Training hard every year, Mr. Driver runs marathons to raise money for kids in need of fresh water in Afri-
ca. “My main reason for starting this program is because I adopted two African boys,” Mr. Driver explained, 
“The program is called Team World Vision. I found out about them because they came to my church and 
gave a presentation.” At his church there are about sixty to seventy people that are involved in this program, 
including Mr. Driver. “The program is trying to go world wide, spreading the word to runners, explaining 
that for every marathon you run, $50 is donated 
to give clean water to kids, so they are going 
to school drinking safe water and becoming 
healthier.” Mr. Driver claims he was not always 
a runner, but since the program was for such a 
good cause, he decided to give it a try. He’s been 
doing it for four years and does one marathon 
every year, but this year he has decided to do 
two marathons. He encourages any runner to 
join this program.
--Faith Grupczynski 2021

MS. COLLINS SPOTLIGHT 
Not everyone has the opportunity to be in each teachers class, so let’s take a closer 
look at Ms. Collins. You may have seen her wandering the halls with her dog, but 
have you seen what she does in her classroom? As most of you know, she teaches a 
variety of fitness classes. She has a women’s fitness class, lifetime sports and fitness, 
foundations of weight training and a strength and conditioning class. Ms. Col-
lins has some pretty cool stuff going on this year. People from the military will be 
coming into her class to workout with her students and show them different ways 
to workout. Ms. Collins gives all of her students the opportunity to have a dance 
instructor from Grand Valley State University come into 
her class and teach them. Every Friday, all of Ms. Collins 
classes do yoga, and she sometimes has a yoga instructor 
from town come in. I wanted to see what people who have 
been in Ms. Collins class thought was the most beneficial 
part  of having her as a teacher. One student I asked told 
me, “I liked learning about how to take care of my body 
the right way for the rest of my life.” - Sam Krauss. Anoth-
er explained to me, “You get to come together and meet 
new people and bond together through physical fitness.” 
- Baylee Martins. I also discovered that her students learn 
to feel better about themselves while having Ms. Collins as 
a teacher. “I gained more confidence in myself and I liked 
the way Ms. Collins pushes us to our best abilities.” - Kailee 
Overby.
--Alissa Grettenberger ‘20

Mrs. Blyveis

Mrs. Hendryx

Final Scores in our Division: 
3rd place: Grace Health 411pts
2nd PLACE: PENNFIELD 418pts
1st place: KCC 435pts



HOMECOMING PROPOSALS 
With the season of Homecoming comes the excitement of HOCO proposals. There are so many ways to ask someone to Homecoming. Whether it be 
a simple “Will you go to homecoming with me?”, or “Be my date?” to a well thought out and clever pun, people really know how to make them 
memorable. Alissa Grettenerger ‘20
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